      MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Plaintiff:___________________________    Defendant:___________________________

CUSTODY


Child's Name______________________________  Date of Birth: _____________________


Child's Name______________________________  Date of Birth: _____________________


Child's Name______________________________  Date of Birth: _____________________

Both parents agree that custody shall be as follows:  

Custody and Decision Making:


A.  Legal Custody shall be (choose one:)



( ) with the Mother



( ) with the Father



( ) Joint

Major decisions regarding each child shall be made as follows:

	Educational decisions
	( ) mother
	( ) father
	( ) joint

	Non-emergency health care
	( ) mother
	( ) father
	( ) joint

	Religious upbringing
	( ) mother
	( ) father
	( ) joint

	Extracurricular activities
	( ) mother 
	( ) father
	( ) joint

	_____________________
	( ) mother
	( ) father
	( ) joint

	_____________________
	( ) mother
	( ) father
	( ) joint



B.  Primary Physical Custodian


For each of the children named below the primary physical custodian shall be:

	
	d/o/b:  
	( ) Mother
	( ) Father
	( ) Joint

	
	d/o/b:  
	( ) Mother
	( ) Father
	( ) Joint

	
	d/o/b:  
	( ) Mother
	( ) Father
	( ) Joint

	
	d/o/b:  
	( ) Mother
	( ) Father
	( ) Joint

	
	d/o/b:  
	( ) Mother
	( ) Father
	( ) Joint


Thanksgiving________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Christmas_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Fall Break _________________________________________________________________________

Spring Break_______________________________________________________________________

Summer____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Indicate if child(ren) will be with the parent in ODD or EVEN numbered years or indicate EVERY year:

	
	MOTHER
	FATHER

	Martin Luther King Day
	_________________
	__________________

	Presidents’ Day
	_________________
	__________________

	Mother’s Day
	_________________
	__________________

	Memorial Day 
	_________________
	__________________

	Father’s Day
	_________________
	__________________

	July Fourth
	_________________
	__________________

	Labor Day
	_________________
	__________________

	Halloween
	_________________
	__________________

	Child(ren)’s Birthday(s)
	
	

	Mother’s Birthday
	_________________
	__________________

	Father’s Birthday
	_________________
	__________________

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Both parties agree to give support to each other in their role as parents and to take into account the consensus of the other for the emotional and physical well being of their children. Each parent  will make every attempt to keep the other parent informed of any activities that could be reasonable expected of significant concern to the other.

TIME SPENT WITH EACH PARENT (Please be specific about when “time spent” is to begin and end and who is to pick up and transport)

Both parties agree that the children will spend time with each parent as follows:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LIFE INSURANCE

Husband will keep $_______________________life insurance for the benefit of the children. Both parties agree _______________________________________________.

Wife will keep $_______________________life insurance for the benefit of the children. Both parties agree _______________________________________________.

SPOUSAL SUPPORT: $______________________per month for ______________months starting _________________________ and ending __________________.

Both parties waive spousal support __________

CHILD SUPPORT (attach copies of child support worksheet and schedule to memo of understanding)

__________ shall pay to __________ the sum of $_________ per month in child support .   This payment shall be in the form of  direct deposit in _______ checking account or Income 

Deduction Order . ________ shall make one monthly payment on the ________of each month, beginning__________.  Such payments to continue until the (last) child reaches the age of 18 years, marries, dies, or otherwise becomes emancipated, whichever event shall first occur; except that if the child becomes eighteen (18) years of age while enrolled in and attending secondary school on a full-time basis, then such support shall continue until said child completes secondary school, provided that such support shall not be required after the child attains twenty (20) years of age.


In determining Children support the parties agree as follows:

The gross income of the Husband is $__________ monthly.  

The gross income of the Wife is $_________ monthly.

The total combined gross monthly income of the parties is $_______, of which Mother’s 

gross monthly income comprises _____% of the combined amount and Father’s gross monthly income _____% of the combined amount. The Combined Adjusted Income of the parties is $_______ per month. 

In this case child support is being determined for ________ children and the ______ is the custodial parent . 

The parties hereby certify and agree that the child support payments provided herein are in compliance with O.C.G.A Section 19-6-15, Child Support Guidelines. The child support worksheet , schedules and child support addendum are attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.

IRS DEDUCTION: Both parties agree to handle the dependent deduction each year as follows: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MEDICAL INSURANCE:

Both parties agree that________________________ will keep ___________________________________________________________ on his/her insurance policy. The monthly premiums will be paid by _______________________. The annual deductibles and amounts not covered by insurance will be paid as follows: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

__________________agree to provide__________________the necessary documentation for submittal to the insurance company for payment of claims. Dental and orthodontics and vision costs not covered by insurance will be paid as follows: ___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

COBRA 

________________________________ company does have COBRA benefits. This will cost $______________ per month to _________________________________ for up to _______ months from the date of the divorce. ______________________________does/does not (chose one) wish to take advantage of COBRA _______________________________agrees to notify his/her (choose one) company in a timely manner

COLLEGE EDUCATION    

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MARITAL HOUSE

The address of the marital house is _______________________________________________. The approximate fair market value is $___________________________. There is an outstanding mortgage of $_____________________________ with  ___________________________________. The approximate equity $_____________________________________. This does/does not (chose one) include deducting 7% real estate commission. 

The parties agree the following: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

OTHER REAL ESTATE:

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VEHICLES

#1 Description (Year and Model) ______________________ Value $__________

Titled in whose name __________________________________________________________

The vehicle is paid for or has an outstanding balance of _______________________ to ______________________________________________. Both parties agree that _____________________________________________will keep this vehicle being fully 

responsible for repairs, insurance, tax and tag.  _____________________________ relinquishes all claims to this vehicle . If the vehicle is held in joint names _____________________________________will sign title over to  ____________________________ once loan is paid. 

#2 Description (Year and Model) ______________________ Value $__________

Titled in whose name __________________________________________________________

The vehicle is paid for or has an outstanding balance of _______________________ to ______________________________________________. Both parties agree that _____________________________________________will keep this vehicle being fully responsible for repairs, insurance, tax and tag.  _____________________________ relinquishes all claims to this vehicle . If the vehicle is held in joint names _____________________________________will sign title over to  ____________________________ once loan is paid.  

#3 Description (Year and Model) ______________________ Value $__________

Titled in whose name __________________________________________________________

The vehicle is paid for or has an outstanding balance of _______________________ to ______________________________________________. Both parties agree that _____________________________________________will keep this vehicle being fully responsible for repairs, insurance, tax and tag.  _____________________________ relinquishes all claims to this vehicle. If the vehicle is held in joint names _____________________________________will sign title over to  ____________________________ once loan is paid.  

(Note Please complete is vehicle is leased. The ______________ vehicle is leased for ________ months at $_____________ per month. The parties agree that _________ will keep this vehicle and ________________________gives up all buy out rights to the lease.) 

HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS 

Household furnishings have been divided to the satisfaction of the parties with the following exceptions:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PENSION PLANS/RETIREMENT PLANS/IRA: (specify name, where located, type of plan, value and what documentation was used to determine value etc)

The parties have the following:______________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The parties agree to :_______________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SAVINGS ACCOUNTS/CD'S/MONEY MARKET ACCOUNTS (specify name, where located, account number, approximate value etc)  

The parties have the following:______________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The parties agree to :_______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

STOCKS, BONDS MUTUAL FUNDS(specify name, where located, account number, approximate value etc)  

The parties have the following:______________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The parties agree to :_______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

BUSINESS ASSETS AND LIABILITIES

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DEBTS OF MARRIAGE:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Who pays which debt

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________,

OTHER (boats, rv etc)

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

JOINT TAX RETURNS

The parties agree that all joint tax returns and any tax liabilities for joint returns will be the responsibility of _____________________________________________. Parties are aware that the year they divorce they must file single or head of house hold on advice of tax adviser.   

SOCIAL SECURITY RULE: Parties are aware and have been advised of the Social Security Ten year rule if applicable.

WILLS: Both parties are aware that wills become invalid with a divorce.

ATTORNEY FEES:

Both parties agree that the attorney fees for the divorce will be paid as follows.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

MODIFICATION :  Both parties agree that if a modification is needed they will/will not mediate prior to litigation 

Plaintiff ________________________________________________________________

Plaintiff attorney ________________________________________________________

Defendant ______________________________________________________________

Defendant attorney ______________________________________________________ 

EXHIBIT A


(example and recommended)


Wife and Husband are desirous of assuring the future well being of the Children, whom they have raised together with love, affection, and respect. The parties have carefully weighed the question of custody of the Children and have agreed upon joint legal custody with _______ to be vested with primary physical custody and ________ to be vested with secondary physical custody, as set out herein.  Accordingly, Wife and Husband are awarded joint legal custody (as defined in O.C.G.A. Section 19-9-6(1)) with ________to be vested with primary physical custody of the minor Children and both shall be required to discuss all major decisions concerning the Children, including their health, education, and welfare.  These major decisions which will affect the children's growth, welfare, and development, such as extended travel away from home, choice of summer camps, major medical treatment, extracurricular activities, special tutoring or lessons, part or full-time employ​ment, purchase or operation of a motor vehicle, and hazardous sports or activities shall be considered major decisions and shall be discussed by both parents to the extent possible in an effort to reach a common decision and to attempt to reach a harmonious policy calculated to promote the best interest of the Children.  In the event of disagreement as to any such issue, the ___________ shall be the final decision-maker, and the final decision shall be binding on _________________. 


Day to day decisions of a routine nature, including but not limited to, routine discipline, bed times, scheduling of homework, and the like, shall be made by the parent who is parenting the children at the time the decision is to be made.  In the event the child is invited to attend an event by any third person, the party who is parenting the child at the time of the proposed event 
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shall make the decision as to whether the child shall attend the event in question.  

TELEPHONE CONTACT


The Wife and the Husband shall be entitled to reasonable and liberal, uninterrupted telephone contact on a weekly basis when the Children are being parented by the other parent, on a reasonable basis and in accordance with the needs, schedules, and desires of the Children. For purposes of this paragraph, reasonable telephone access shall be defined as at least _____ telephone call per _______ with the minor Children, said calls to be for a reasonable duration of time initiated no earlier than 8:30 a.m. weekdays and 11:00 a.m. weekends and no later than 8:30 p.m. on weekdays during school and 9:00 p.m. on weekends . However the children may initiate contact more frequently  with either parent and use internet tools at any time such as email and skype. Neither party shall conduct themselves in any way deliberately intending to or having the effect of depriving the other party of this meaningful telephone contact. 

KEEP INFORMED

Each party agrees to keep the other reasonably informed of the children’s whereabouts when with that party, as is further provided, herein below.  Neither party may take the children out of the State of Georgia without first notifying the other. Further, each party shall promptly notify the other of any illness or accident or other circumstances affecting the children’s health or general welfare.  In the event a party contacts the other party to determine the whereabouts of the Children and the Children is away from home for an extended period of time, such other party shall have the duty to inform the party requesting this information of the address and phone number where the Children may be reached.

Wife and Husband shall, until the emancipation of the Children, give the other a telephone number where both the Children and the other party can be located on a daily basis.  In the event that either of the parents shall not be at their residence for more than a consecutive forty-eight (48) hour period, that party shall provide the other party with temporary telephone number (which number may be the cellular telephone number of the other party or the telephone number of a contact who can reach the party and the Children if not reachable by cell phone).

Any emergency decision which must be made concerning injury or illness with regard to the minor Children’s health shall be made by the party parenting the Children at the time the decision must be made, provided that such party shall notify the other party of the emergency situation as soon as reasonably practical under the facts and circumstances then existing.  For purposes of this paragraph, “injury” shall be defined as any accidental injury requiring medical treatment, and “illness” shall be defined as any medical condition persisting for more than three days or which requires medical treatment or any medical condition accompanied by a fever of 102 or greater.

ACCESS TO RECORDS


Each party shall be entitled to access all records regarding the Children, including, but not limited to, psychological, medical and educational records.  The ______ shall make every reasonable attempt to keep ________ informed as to all significant events relating to the Children.

Exhibit B

